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And so, as I ask
all of this with you as well as of you, I want to add some

6. Sisters and brothers, let us dream together.

reflections on the future that we must dream and build.
Although 1 say reflections, perhaps I ought to say dreams,
because right now our brains and hands are not enough, we also
need our hearts and our imagination; we need to dream so that
we do not go backwards. We need to use that sublime human
faculty which is the imagination, that place where intelligence,
intuition, experience and historical memory come together to
create, compose, venture and risk. Let us dream together,
because it was precisely the dreams of freedom and equality, of
justice and dignity, the dreams of fraternity, that improved the
world. And I am convinced when we look through these
dreams we will find God’s own dream for all of us, who are His

own sons and daughters.

Let us dream together, dream among yourselves, dream with
others. Know that you are called to participate in great
processes of change, as I said to you in Bolivia: “the future of
humanity is in great measure in your own hands, through your
ability to organise and carry out creative alternatives”.

hands.

In your
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Yet they
And that, precisely,

But such things are unattainable, some will say. Yes.
can get us going, can set us on our way.
is where all your strength lies, all your value. Because you are
capable of going beyond the short-sighted self-justifications and
human conventions that achieve nothing but continue to justify
things as they are. Dream. Dream together. Don’t give in
The tango
We’ll

No, no, don’t give

to that resignation of the toughs and of the losers.
expresses so well: “Go on and then go on some more!
meet in hell ‘cause that’s what lies in store!”
in to this, please.
defend the status quo because they challenge the paralysis that

Dreams are always dangerous for those who

the egoism of the strong and the conformism of the weak want
to impose. There is something of an unsigned but
subconscious pact here, isn't there? The egoism of the strong
with the conformism of the weak. It cannot work like this.
Dreams transcend the narrow limits imposed on us and suggest
possible new worlds to us. And I am not talking about ignoble
fantasies that confuse living well with having fun, which is
nothing more than passing the time to fill the void of meaning
and thus remain at the mercy of the world’s dominant ideology.
No, it is not that. But to dream of that good living in harmony

with all humanity and creation.
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But what is one of the greatest dangers we face today? In the
course of my life - I am not a teenager, I know, I do have some
experience - | have managed to learn that from a crisis you never
emerge the same. We will not come out of this pandemic crisis
Come out better or come out worse but: the same as
we were before? No. And
today together, always together, we have to face this question:
“How will we emerge from this crisis? Better or worse?” Of
course, we want to come out better, but to do so we have to break
the bonds of what is easy and the docile acceptance that “there
is no other way”, that “this is the only possible system.” Such
resignation destroys “us” and substitutes the isolation of “every
And so, we must dream. It worries me that,

the same.
We will never emerge the same.

man for himself”.
while we are still paralysed, “there are already projects underway
to restore the same socio-economic structure we had before”
because it is easier. Let us choose the difficult path. Let us

come out better.

In Fratelli tutti] used the parable of the Good Samaritan as the
clearest possible Gospel presentation of this intentional choice.
A friend told me that the figure of the Good Samaritan is
This is
the distortion that provokes the depressive hedonism that is

associated by a certain cultural industry with a half-wit.

meant to neutralise the transformative power that people
possess, and in particular young people.
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Do you know what comes to mind now when, together with
popular movements, I think of the Good Samaritan? Do you
The protests over the death of
It is clear that this type of reaction against

know what comes to mind?
George Floyd.
social, racial or macho injustice can be manipulated or exploited
by political machinations or whatever, but the main thing is that,
in that protest against this death, there was the Collective
Samaritan who is no fool! This movement did not pass by on
the other side of the road when it saw the injury to human dignity
caused by an abuse of power. The popular movements are not

only social poets but also collective Samaritans.

In these processes, there are many young people who feel hope,
but there are many other young people who are sad, who perhaps
in order to feel something in this world need to resort to the
cheap consolations offered by the consumerist and narcotising
system. And others, sad to say, others choose to leave the
system altogether. The statistics on youth suicides are not
published in their entirety. What you do is very important, but
it is also important that you succeed in transmitting to present
and future generations the same thing that inflames your hearts.
In this you have a dual task or responsibility. Like the Good
Samaritan, to tend attentively to all those who are stricken along
the way, and at the same time, to ensure that many more join in:
the poor and the oppressed of the earth deserve it, and our
common home demands it of us.
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7. I want to offer some guidelines. The social teaching of the
Church does not have all the answers, but it does have some
principles that along this journey can help to concretize the
answers, principles useful to Christians and non-Christians
alike. It sometimes surprises me that every time I speak of
these principles, some people are astonished, and then the Holy
Father gets labeled with a series of epithets that are used to
reduce any reflection to mere discrediting adjectives. It doesn’t
anger me, it saddens me. It is part of the post-truth plot that
seeks to nullify any humanistic search for an alternative to
capitalist globalisation, it is part of the throwaway culture, and it
is part of the technocratic paradigm.

The principles I set out are tested, human, Christian, and are
compiled in the Compendium drawn up by the then Pontifical
Council for Justice and Peace.®
Church’s Social Teaching. And sometimes, when the Popes, be
it myself or Benedict, or John Paul II, say something, there are
people who wonder: “Where did he get it from?” It is the
traditional teaching of the Church. There is a lot of ignorance
about this. The principles I expound are in this Compendium
commissioned by Saint John Paul II.

It is a small manual of the

I recommend that you
read it, you and all social, trade union, religious, political and
business leaders.

5 Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development,

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 2004.
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In chapter four of this document, we find principles such as the
preferential option for the poor, the universal destination of
goods, solidarity, subsidiarity, participation, and the common
good. These are all ways in which the Good News of the Gospel
And it
saddens me that some members of the Church get annoyed when

takes concrete form on a social and cultural level.

we mention these guidelines that belong to the full tradition of
the Church.

But the Pope must not stop mentioning this teaching, even if it
often annoys people, because what is at stake is not the Pope but
the Gospel.

And so in this context, I would like to briefly reiterate some of
I will
One is the principle of

the principles we rely upon to carry out our mission.
mention two or three, not more.
solidarity. Solidarity not only as a moral virtue but also as a
social principle: a principle that seeks to confront unjust systems
with the aim of building a culture of solidarity that expresses, the
Compendium firm

literally and persevering

”» 6

says, “a
determination to commit oneself to the common good”.

% Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 193.

Another principle is to stimulate and promote participation and
subsidiarity between movements and between peoples, capable
of thwarting any authoritarian mindset, any forced collectivism
or any state-centric mindset. The common good cannot be
used as an excuse to quash private initiative, local identity or
community projects. Therefore, these principles promote an
economy and politics that recognise the role of popular
movements, “the family, groups, associations, local territorial
realities; in short, for that aggregate of economic, social, cultural,
sports-oriented, recreational, professional and political
expressions to which people spontaneously give life and which

make it possible for them to achieve effective social growth”. 7

" Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 185.
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As you see, dear brothers, dear sisters, these are balanced and
well-established principles in the Social Teaching of the Church.
With these two principles I believe we can take the next step

from dream to action. Because it is time for action.
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8 I often hear, “Father, we agree, but in real terms, what must
we do?” I do not have the answer, and so we must dream
together and find it together. There are, however, some
concrete measures that may allow for significant changes.
These measures are present in your documents, in your
speeches, and I have taken them very much into account; I have
reflected on them and consulted specialists. In past meetings
we talked about urban integration, family farming and the
popular economy. We have to go on working together to make
them a reality, and now let me add two more: the universal wage

and shortening the workday.

A basic income (the UBI) or salary so that everyone in the world
may have access to the most basic necessities of life. It is right
to fight for a humane distribution of these resources, and it is up
to governments to establish tax and redistribution schemes so
that the wealth of one part of society is shared fairly, but without
imposing an unbearable burden, especially upon the middle
class. Generally, when conflicts arise in this matter, it is the
middle class that suffers most. Let us not forget that today’s
huge fortunes are the fruit of the work, scientific research and
technical innovation of thousands of men and women over

generations.
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Shortening the workday is another possibility: the minimum
income is one, the reduction of the working day is another
In the
19th century, workers laboured twelve, fourteen, sixteen hours a
day.
collapsed, contrary to what some sectors had predicted. So, I

possibility, and one that needs seriously to be explored.
When they achieved the eight-hour day, nothing

insist, “working fewer hours so that more people can have access
to the labour market is something we need to explore with some
There must not be so many people overwhelmed by
overwork and so many others overwhelmed by lack of work.

urgency’.

[ believe these measures are necessary, but of course not
sufficient. ~ They do not solve the root problem, nor do they
guarantee access to land, housing and work in the quantity and
quality that landless farmers, families without secure shelter and
precarious workers deserve. Nor will they solve the enormous

environmental challenges we face.

But I wanted to mention them because they are possible
measures and would point us in the right direction.

The United
Nations has tried to establish some targets through the so-called
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), but unfortunately,
they are not well known by our peoples and in the peripheries;

It is good to know that we are not alone in this.

which reminds us of the importance of sharing and involving
everyone in this common quest.
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9. Sisters and brothers, I am convinced that “the world can be
seen more clearly from the peripheries”. We must listen to the
peripheries, open the doors to them and allow them to
participate. The suffering of the world is better understood
alongside those who suffer. In my experience, when people,
men and women, have suffered injustice, inequality, abuse of
power, deprivations, and xenophobia in their own flesh — in my
experience, I can see that they understand much better what
others are experiencing and are able to help them realistically to
open up paths of hope. How important it is that your voice be
heard, represented in all the places where decisions are made.
Offer your voice in a collaborative spirit; speak with moral
certainty of what must be done. Strive to make your voice
heard; but please, in those places, do not allow yourself to be
constrained or corrupted.

meaning, but [ won’t talk about them now.

These two words are heavy with

Let us reaffirm the commitment we made in Bolivia: to place the
economy at the service of the people in order to build a lasting
peace based on social justice and on care for our Common
Home. Continue to promote your agenda of land, work and
housing. Continue to dream together. And thank you, thank
you very much, thank you for letting me dream with you.

Let us ask God to pour out His blessings on our dreams. Let us
not lose our hope. Let us remember the promise that Jesus
made to His disciples: “I will be with you always,” and
remembering it, at this moment of my life, I want to tell you that
[ will also be with you. The important thing is to realise that

He is with you. Thank you.
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