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62. Why should this document, addressed to all people of good
will, include a chapter dealing with the convictions of believers?
| am well aware that in the areas of politics and philosophy
there are those who firmly reject the idea of a Creator, or
consider it irrelevant, and consequently dismiss as irrational the
rich contribution which religions can make towards an integral
ecology and the full development of humanity. Others view
religions simply as a subculture to be tolerated. Nonetheless,
science and religion, with their distinctive approaches to
understanding reality, can enter into an intense dialogue fruitful
for both.

63. Given the complexity of the ecological crisis and its multiple
causes, we need to realize that the solutions will not emerge
from just one way of interpreting and transforming reality.
Respect must also be shown for the various cultural riches of
different peoples, their art and poetry, their interior life and
spirituality. If we are truly concerned to develop an ecology
capable of remedying the damage we have done, no branch of
the sciences and no form of wisdom can be left out, and that
includes religion and the language particular to it. The Catholic
Church is open to dialogue with philosophical thought; this has
enabled her to produce various syntheses between faith and
reason. The development of the Church’s social teaching
represents such a synthesis with regard to social issues; this
teaching is called to be enriched by taking up new challenges.
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